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TEACHING SCENARIOS 
MINIMAL PAIRS IN VOWELS 

Time: 40 Minutes 

Objectives: Distinguishing simple minimal pairS in vowels 

Structures: “How do you say this word ...?” 

“Is it ... or ...?” 

Target Vocabularies: mad vs mud, man vs men, big vs beg, fool vs full, peel vs pill, 

bed vs bid, tile vs tail, rise vs raise, sail vs sell 

You will need to download: 

▪ Song entitled “Minimal Pair Song” from https://www.youtube.com/aTYAjdXPKJg. 

▪ Song entitled “How are you? I'm fine. (Greeting song) - English song for Kids - Exciting 

song” from https://youtu.be/03XgDWozJOw. 

▪ Song entitled “Bye Bye Goodbye | Goodbye Song for Kids | Super Simple Songs” from 

https://youtu.be/PraN5ZoSjiY. 

▪ Pictures representing each word. 

▪ https://www.abcya.com/games/alphabats_rhyming 

You will need to prepare: 

▪ Flashcards: pictures downloaded from the internet, cardboards cut into A4 size, glue, 

scissors. 

▪ 2 Trash cans and a roll of double tape 

▪ Plastic balls 

▪ Bingo board(s) for each student: cardboard cut into 15x15cm in size, pieces of papers 

5x5cm in size with each of the word learned before on it, scissors, glue. 

Learning Overview 

 Warm-up: 

▪ Greetings 

▪ Sing “How are you song” 

 New Learning and Practice: 

▪ Sing “Minimal Pair Song” 

▪ Introduce each pair of the words using flashcards 

▪ Enunciate the set of words to show the difference of the pronunciation 

▪ Teach the students about the words and repeat several times 

▪ Play “Throw your words!” 

▪ Play “Minimal Pairs Bingo” 

https://www.youtube.com/aTYAjdXPKJg
https://youtu.be/03XgDWozJOw
https://youtu.be/PraN5ZoSjiY
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 Wrap up: 

▪ Sing “Goodbye song” 

▪ Give homework  

Learning Procedure 

Warm-up: 

Teacher opens the class by singing "How are you song".  

Students sing along.  

Lyrics: 

Good morning. Good morning. Good morning. How are you? 

I'm fine. I'm fine. I'm fine. Thank you. 

Good afternoon. Good afternoon. Good afternoon. How are you? 

I'm not good. I'm not good. I'm not good. Oh no! 

Good evening. Good evening. Good evening. How are you? 

I'm great. I'm great. I'm great. Thank you. 

 

Teacher greets the students. 

"Good morning. How are you?" 

Students respond. 

"I'm fine. Thank you." 

 

Teacher checks the attendance by calling the students one by one. The one who is called 

has to mention their favorite letter. 

"Billy?" 

Student responds. 

"Yes, Miss! G!" 

 

 New Learning and Practice: 

▪ Sing “Minimal Pair Song” 

Teacher plays a song about minimal pairs. (with the video if there is screen and 

projector)  

Lyrics: 

These two words are hard 

I'm gonna say 'em right 

 



RISQY NUR FEBRIANTI – K2217070 

Sheep and ship are hard 

I'm gonna say 'em right (2x) 

 

Sheep and ship 

Ship and sheep 

Sheep and ship  

 

These three words are hard  

I'm gonna say 'em right 

Teen, tin, ten are hard  

I'm gonna say 'em right (2x) 

 

Teen, tin, ten 

Ten, tin, teen 

Tin, teen, ten 

 

Teacher and the students sing the song together. 

Teacher points at the picture in the video and asks the students to pronounce the 

word. (if there's a screen and projector) 

 

Teacher shows two flashcards (ship and sheep; teen, tin, and ten) one by one and 

asks the students to pronounce the word. 

"What is this?" 

Students respond. 

"It is a ship." 

Teacher affirms the answer if it's right and corrects it if it's wrong. 

"Good job! It is a ship." 

"Uh-uh, try again!" 

 

▪ Play “Throw your words!” 

Teacher shows a set of flashcards of minimal pairs and demonstrates how to 

pronounce them. 

"Look at this picture! It is mud. Mud." 

"Look at this picture! The girl is mad. Mad." 

The teacher repeats for a several times before guides the students to follow. To 

help the students focus on learning the minimal pairs, teacher should provide the 

context.  

"It is...?"  

"The girl is...?"  

Students respond. 

"Mud." 

"Mad." 

 

The teacher conducts the same method with the other pairs until everything is 

learned. One pair may be repeated several times according to the students' 

performance in imitating and distinguishing the words.  
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Next, the teacher sticks a pair of the big 

flashcards on the trash cans using the double 

tape. The teacher, then, distributes the plastic 

balls with each student' name written on it to 

the students.  

 

The teacher introduces a new activity and 

explain the rules of the game to the students. 

The rule is simple; the teacher will pronounce a 

word out of the two stuck on the trash can and 

the students have to guess what word the 

teacher pronounced. They have to put their ball 

in the trash can with the flashcard of word they 

think is the right answer.  

 

"Now, will play a game. I will say only one word from these two words and you 

have to put your ball into the bin with the correct answer. For example, I say 'pull', 

then you have to throw you ball in this bin (pointing at the can with an image 

illustration of the word 'pull'). Okay? Do you want to ask something?" 

Students listen to the rules and the teacher should re-explain if they haven't 

understood the instructions. The teacher plays a trial round and sees whether it 

goes according to plan.  

 

If everything is set, the teacher begins the game by saying a word.  

"Man!"  

The students throw their ball into the basket. After that, the teacher has to check 

who got the correct answers and who did not. The teacher praises the students who 

got correct answers and encourages those who did not.  

"Excellent!"  

"Let's try again." 

The teacher carries on the activity until all pairs are done playing. 

 

▪ Play “Minimal Pairs Bingo” 

Teacher should have prepared the bingo boards for each student and the set of 

cards beforehand. The cards contain each word learned in the previous activity. 

The teacher distributes the game kit (bingo board, a set of cards, a glue) to the 

students.  
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Next, the teacher explains the rules. The rules are pretty simple. The teacher will 

give some time for the students to choose one word out of nine-word pairs to be 

stuck on the board. On the game, the teacher will mention one word out of the pair 

and if the students _think they get it right, they have to put a mark on the board. If 

they get three horizontal, vertical, or diagonal rows marked, they get a bingo. 

 

"Pick nine words from each pair and stick them on your board. I will mention only 

one word of each pair and if you have the same answer as mine, please mark the 

card on your board." 

 

Then, the teacher starts giving the bingo answers. Per answer, the teacher has to 

pronounce it and show the flashcard so that students will not wrongly mark or 

unmark their board. 

"Number one. Pool." 

The teacher may repeat three times. The teacher shows the flashcard of 'pool'. 

The first student who gets a bingo wins and can stop playing (checking their 

answers). The teacher, then, continues to give the answers. 

 

 Wrap up: 

Teacher ends the class by singing "Goodbye song".  

Students sing along.  

Lyrics: 

Bye bye goodbye 

Bye bye bye bye goodbye 

I can clap my hands 

I can stamp my feet 

I can clap my hands 

I can stamp my feet 

Bye bye goodbye 

Bye bye bye bye goodbye 

Bye bye goodbye 

Bye bye bye bye goodbye 

Goodbye! 
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The teacher gives a homework for the students to play an online game about rhymes from 

a website. Their parents are encouraged to help. 

https://www.abcya.com/games/alphabats_rhyming 

 


